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Hi everyone! Welcome to Mike and Charlotte’s second newsletter...we hope you liked the first one. Since our last 
update, probably the most significant event has been initiating the painting of the nursery classrooms. Unfortunately 
we will have to complete this upon our return to Daylove as we are due to move to Hand In 
Hand’s other project, New Hope, at the beginning of this week.  We have quite a bit more to 
share with you this time so make sure you’re sitting comfortably! 
PS Mike did finally get to cut the hedges and also had his hair braided...who saw that 
coming?!

Mischief Mike and Charlotte have been involved with :

 Daylove’s resident children were invited to attend and take part in an end of term Christmas show at a 
local private international school who support Daylove. The children performed a song and poem on 
stage, but we think the highlight of the day for them was travelling on a bus and having buffet food after 
the show!

 Over the years, Daylove has collected numerous books that have been donated. They had 
been stored temporarily in a hall way gathering dust as they are all adult books. We helped 

the children give them a dusting over and in relocating them to their new 
home in a large storage room. We have wondered whether it would be a 
good idea to get some children's books with some of our fundraising 
money - we’ll keep you posted.

 The children that Daylove fund to go to school were invited to attend a 
seminar day at Daylove to encourage hard work and good attendance 
in the new year. There were a lot of mouths to feed for this event and so 

both of us got our hands stuck into shelling thousands of peas, and cutting 
carrots and courgettes. Only time will tell if this had a positive effect on the children.

 We were paid a visit by Grant from Hand In Hand which we both found to be very encouraging and it was 
really great to see a familiar face.

 Grant gave us some money that was raised by their Sunday School in the UK for us to purchase a pair of 
shoes for a resident child who needs them most. The smile showed just how thankful she 
was for her new school shoes.

 Emma, who works for Hand In Hand, visited us with Grant and gave us some photos of 
the children from her last visit. We had a great afternoon showing the children the photos 
and creating three giant wall posters for their bedrooms.

 Once we had learnt the kids name’s we read their case-files in the 
social workers office. This was very moving as it described the home 
conditions of the children and this gave us further motivation to show 
the children love and attention. We’ve already worked out how we can fit them all in our 
suitcases when we come home!
 One thing that the children love doing is making mud huts out of wet soil, and playing 

‘cooking’ and ‘shopping’ whereby they raid our bin pile in search of supplies. It’s 
amazing how resourceful they are. 

 As a treat for the resident children on their last night at Daylove prior to returning to 
their parents/guardians for their Christmas holiday, we gave them some popcorn whilst 
watching Madagascar and some jelly for after their dinner. They hadn’t seen either 
before and at first they were a bit unsure about the jelly as they didn’t know whether 
to eat it or play with it! Smile’s were everywhere at the end of the day!

 We have been buying large water bottles and were very pleased to see some of the 
children, who don’t have running water in their homes, taking them home to be used 
as containers to carry water.

 On a public holiday we were invited to share an afternoon with Margaret, one of Daylove’s board 
members, and her family. This was a challenging day as everyone spoke in Swahilli and it was a very 
formal event which we weren’t expecting. BBQ’d goat was on the menu for lunch!

 We tagged along with Esther, Hand In Hand’s Kenyan representative, on a visit to New Hope. New Hope 
is in a stunning setting overlooking the Great Rift Valley and we are looking forward to the next part of 
our adventure there.

Nursery room before... Nursery room with undercoat...

Nursery room with first top coat.

Daylove children on stage at the 
Christmas show.

Poster making with Emma’s photos

The children ready to go home

Book moving time!

Photo posters on the bedroom walls

There’s more on page 2!



Funny things kids think and say...
 Child “Who cooked lunch?”

      Charlotte “ Mike cooked lunch”
      Child “But you’re his wife! Make sure you cook
                lunch tomorrow!”

 The children find it hard to pronounce ‘L’ and so cant say our 
surname. It has therefore become ‘Champion’. Charlotte prefers 
this.

 Charlotte wore her Fat Face hoody and the children didn’t stop 
laughing at it, and that the UK have a shop named that! 

We are both finding this to be a very challenging experience in many ways so thank you very much for all of your emails 
and words of support over these last few weeks. It’s not all been plain sailing - we have found out 
first hand why Nairobi is often referred to as ‘Nairobbery’ having been pick-pocketed from whilst 
sheltering from the torrential rain at a bus stop. Thankfully it was only our bus money but has still put 
us on edge.

We have managed to squeeze in a day or two being a tourist...we treated ourselves to a meal and 
strolled around Nairobi which was an adventure. We have also found a good place for a coffee which 
is nice when we fancy a break.

It was strange putting up our Christmas tree in 30 degree heat. We are not quite sure how Christmas 
day will be for us...but it certainly won’t be white! 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas!

Prayer requests...
 That the children return back to Daylove after their Christmas break in good health 

and that they have been looked after by their parents/guardians.
 That our time at New Hope is constructive and we both feel at home quickly.
 That we begin to see a clear purpose for our visit and especially that Mike finds 

some peace. 

Our first tree as a married 
couple!

Mud huts...yes, that is a piece of glass as a roof!

Ready to go home for Christmas Mike getting his hair braided! Mike let loose on the hedge!

Reward time after the book moving

Shelling peas for the motivation seminar

New shoes!

Playing SNAP!

Story time

New use for a hole in a 
woolly jumper

Moving books to their new home

Cooling down in style!

Book shelf moving to its new home

He wanted to push...honest!


